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| Genealogy Sfrategies to Connect Ancestors

By Beth Foulk
beth@genealogydecoded.com
www.genealogydecoded.com

Have you ever come zcross two people in your tree that you just knew were related - but you just couldn't prove it?
That's what happened to me the other day. When [ came across this predicament, I was determined 1o find the an-
swer. And like a little beaver, I kept at it until I found the relationship link and could prove it,

The Research Question

Going into the research project I had identified two women with the same maiden names who had both lived Fulda,
Spencer County, Indiana.

s Juliana Schwartz b. 1834, Germany, married Joseph Simon in 1855 in Fuida, Spencer County, Indiana

e Mary Catherine Schwartz, b. 1867, Fulda, Spencer County, Indiana.
Fast forward to 1880, and here's what we find.

e Joseph and Juliana Schwartz Simon are living in Sedgwick County, Kan-
5as.
» And so is Mary Catherine Schwartz - unmarried.

Can you see why [ thought they might be related? Two women with the
same maiden name both were living in Spencer County, Indiana and again in
Sedgwick County, KS. They were born a generation apart, which makes it un-
Ekely that they are sisters. So, what's happening? Are these women related? If
50, how? _

What I didn't know going into this project was anything about Juliana's -
birth family - parents or siblings. Likewise I didn’t know anything about Mary
Catherine’s origins. So Ihad my work eut out for me, relating two women with
only maiden names to go by.

The Research Plan

My goal was to construct Juliana's family and see if Mary Catherme hin g off
of her tree somewhere. The research steps rolled out as follows. i

Step #1, Find Juliana as an unmarried woman in the 1850 US Census with

her birth family. (With luck this would give me her siblings among whom to :
look for Mary Catherine,)

Picture of Joseph and Juliana

Selrwartz Simon courtesy of
Step #2, Find Juliana's famidly in the 1860 Census to see if i ;t matches up:- Mary Catherine Eck Faass

albeit with her out of the house and maybe living nearby with her husband; Jo-
seph Simon. (I want to make sure I've identified the right family with Juliana in 1850.)

Step #3. Build out the extended family descending from Juhana s sxblmgs {(Maybe Mary Catherineisin hldmg in the
family sormewhere.)

The Research Work

T fairly quickly found a Juliana Schwartz at about the right 1ge azneng the fam;iy of John and Barbara Schwar tz in-
Pennsylvania in the 1850 US Census for Pennsylvania®. Okay, this looks prormsmg, however, Juliana is in Indiana in 1853
when she got married, so it’s not obvious that this is the same family.: o
I open up a handy Excel spreadsheet and list the family members wﬁh thelr birth dates, birth locations, and age ia
E column headed “PA, 1850.” What I didn't do - and lesson leamed - Is mclude the sexes of each family member. You']l e
é why in a minuie.

The next step was to find the family again ~ without Juhana in the 1860 Census Remember, she married John S
mon in 1855. If this is Juliana’s birth family, they would pmbably bei inIndiana if they followed or led Juliana there. The -
migration from Pennsylvania to Indiana doesn’t bother me because as new lands opened up, property would be cheqper,
and settlers would move west. A migration to Indiana from Pennsﬂvama would make sense,

! Seventh Census of the United States, 1850; (National Archives Micmh}m Pubhcaﬁon M442, 1009 rolls); Records of the Bul em
(‘cmu*;, Record Group 29; Nalional Archives, Washmgton, nD.c. oo o

* 1860 11.8. census, population schedule. NARA microfilm pubhcaﬂon MS,’;‘}, Washmgton, D.C.: National Archives and Reu)rds Ad
istration, n.d. : :
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Genealogy Strategies, continued

When I found a Schwartz family in Spencer County, Indiana, I
took out the spreadsheet I started earlier. I added a column titled “IN,
1860”7, and I plugged in the same information about the Schwartz

S - family as before. Doing this made it very clear what information
T " = tched up b het 1ses and what information left
Gerrrany| 1604 ariars pos o5 g:;:‘xn;: ed up between the two censuses and what information left ques-
Gerniany| 1831 Frances 5 ) )

This family didn't quite look like the family 1 found in Pennsylva-
nia. John, the father, was missing in 1860. Does this mean something

@mgﬁ? 1335 Jufla |15 happaned to John, or do 1 have the wrong family? Moving on, the se-
Germany| 1827 | Cetherne | 13 | cond child, Frances, was a girl in 1860. This didn’t jive with the 1850
Germany) 1837 Witliam i3 22 PA Census where the second child was Frank, a boy and seven years

Germany) 1843 Fredics | T i7 younger. Finally, the youngest son wasu't in the 1860 Indiana census.

PA 1845 fohm | 4 Either I have the wrong family, or something happened to the baby.
Juliana was, as expected, out of the house since she married in 1855
and therefore was not with this suspected birth family in 1860.

Rats. So close,

The Solution to Reconeiling the Families

There were several pieces that fell into place that ultimately made the connection. I went to the Midwest Genealogy
Center, and pulled out all of the books on Spencer County, Indiana. Here's what T found.
« The newspaper abstracts found in Spencer County (Ind.} Newspaper Abstractss from the period listed the death of
John in 1855 as a suicide. (Sadly it was just a month before Juliana moved to Kansas. Maybe it was the reason for
the move?) Now we know why John wasn't in the 1860 US Census for Indiana.

1 went back to the 1850 US Census for Pennsylvania to look at the sex of each family member, Frances, it turns out,
though spelled with an "e" is a boy! Clear as day, the child is listed as “male.” Even though there was a 7-year dis-
crepancy in the birth dates Frances (1850) & Frank (1860) looked like they could be the sane person.

The cermetery transcripts for St. Boniface Cemetery in Fulda, Spencer Indiana (Spencer County (Ind.) Cemetery In-

scriptions< lsted the graves of Franz and Mary Philomena (K}um) Schwartz. Ah ha! Juliana had a brother named
Frank/Frances/Franz, who lived & died in Fulda, Spencer County, Indiana.

The final step was to look for Frank & Mary Klum Schwartz in the 1860 Indiana Census. If they had a daughter of

the right age named Mary Catherine, the mystery would ‘oe solved And yes, she was there,

As it turned out Mary Catherine was Juliana's niece. J uhana foiiowed Mary Catherine to Kansas, where she married
Nicholas P. Lies, and as they say "lived happily ever aftel

B

Research Lessons Learned

Ilove genealogy simply and richly because it is an ougomg learmng exper:ence What I learned with this project in-
cludes - .

¢ Check the sex of each person listed in the Census. It makes a dl

¢ Just because [ knew Frances with an "e" is usuaﬂy a girk, doesn t.make 1t tme every time., Often there are iranslation
ot trans iteration variances when a family immigrates and clianges languagea in this case from German to Eng-
lish. We're familiar with the common difference bemeen Frank and Fr: E_l_DZ The different spellings of “Frances”
would be a similar distinction, i

» Ilove spreadsheets. Tt came in very handy when compai_'i_n_g-
s There were materials such as the newspapers abstracts and the ceme

in putting the puzzle together. Don’t stop with the census
e Follow the research all the way through, HI'd have stopped and 'ssumed the 1850 family & the 1860 family were the

same - or not the same - and not pulled other records, I could eitlier made the wrong conclusion or missed
hitiing a land mige that would have derailed everything..

To me, genealogy is more than collecting records —~ although y
speak to you and tell you about the lives of the people who came iefore
them, and in turn envich our own lives.

088 two Censuses - among other things.
transcmpts which made all the difference

start there The magic is when the records
The magic is in what we can learn about

Spencer County (Ind.) Newspaper Abstracts, Patmore, Sharon, 1988
Spencer Connty (Ind.) Cemetery Inscriptions, Spencer County Hlstm
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